Weekly Health Update and Bible Truth from Pastor Jim – Weekend, February 6 & 7, 2021
Dear Friends and Family:
I have a special week this week. I have no doctor appointments and no treatments or physical therapy.
First week completely free in an exceptionally long time. Thank You, Jesus! And it is a good thing I am
free, because we got about 4 inches of snow. The state of Virginia does not know what to do with snow
and living on top of a hill doesn't make matters any better. Good thing we don’t have to go anywhere.
The bad thing is I can’t get up to take care of the animals, so they will have to fend for themselves until
this all melts, which should be on Wednesday.
Pain had clouded my perspective on more than one occasion and prevented me from seeing obvious
glimpses of God’s presence and blessings. Exhaustion from failing, coupled with the disappointment over
failing, have all made it overwhelmingly difficult to see God’s goodness at times. I think Jacob may have
experienced something similar after wrestling all night, as recorded in the book of Genesis.
Scripture tells us that Jacob wrestled a man until daybreak. We do not know if this man was an angel or
God Himself, but we do know His strength was superior to Jacob’s. During the course of their battle, the
man touched the socket of Jacob’s hip and dislocated it as they fought.
In the middle of this life-changing battle, Jacob was debilitated in a matter of seconds. Though pain may
have shot through his body, Jacob refused to let go of the man until receiving a blessing. In response, the
man gave him a new name: Israel. Jacob went from being known as a deceiver to one who struggled with
God and won. More accurately, God let Jacob win. Jacob’s new name would be that of God’s chosen
people.
Jacob was blessed, had been given a new name, was heir to Abraham’s promise and yet he also now had
a limp. Genesis 32:31 says, “The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping
because of his hip.” The name change was a demonstration of God’s promise-keeping goodness at work,
but I am convinced that God’s goodness can also be seen in Jacob’s dislocated hip. Since we do not know
if Jacob’s hip ever healed, it is probable that Jacob walked with a limp for the rest of his days.
Every day, Jacob had a vivid reminder of his weakness in comparison to God’s supernatural strength.
Daily, he would be encouraged to rely on his almighty God. This too was a display of God’s goodness.
As St. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 12:9 “But [God] said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.”
Just as the goodness of God can be seen in Jacob’s difficult circumstance, it can also be seen in mine. I
saw God’s blessings as I continually struggle with cancer. I witnessed His sovereignty as I looked at how
I am fearfully and wonderfully made. I experienced His grace as I lived out each of my days, with cancer,
but also trusting in God’s power in my weakness. Though difficult to see, God’s goodness is present in
our most challenging of life’s experiences. It’s God’s blessing even with a limp.
Pastor Jim

