From Pastor Jim’s Desk
I thank my God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the unity we have in the Body of Christ here at St.
John. This unity is not something we make, but is a gift of God’s Holy Spirit as we celebrate together one faith,
one Baptism and one Lord Jesus Christ.
Over the last several weeks, this Family of Jesus Christ has been meeting together in cottage meetings. On
outward appearance from those meetings, it would be thought there is little unity in this family. But I would
suggest that we not look at the outward appearance, but see instead the working of God’s Holy Spirit in bringing
people together, discussing matters of importance and airing common concerns in a loving and thoughtful manner.
None of these cottage meetings would have happened if it was not for the unity we have in the Spirit of God. We
had a total of 52 people attend at least one of our six cottage meetings, and several people who attended them all.
This is how the family of Jesus Christ deals with issues and concern. We don’t just talk about the issues, but
instead we talk to people about the issues to arrive at a consensus which brings glory to God and benefits the Body
of Jesus Christ in this place.
On my drive into to Elyria last week, I had opportunity to listen through the Book of Philippians (I
frequently will listen to God’s Word in my car). In that time with the Word, I heard again these words from St.
Paul from Philippians 2:1-11 and I could not help but be moved by the Spirit to see how consensus is reached in the
Family of Jesus Christ. Please read over these words with thoughtful promptings by the Holy Spirit.
Philippians 2:1-11
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship
with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having
the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in
humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
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Verses 4 and 5 really jumped out at me, as I listen to these words: “Each of you should look not only to
your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” I
have no problem looking out for my interests. It comes pretty naturally, probably for you too. Where I have
problems is looking out for the interests of others. What was the attitude our Jesus had? He did not consider His
own safety and wellbeing when He viewed His own suffering and death on the Cross, but instead held uppermost
our need for salvation and forgiveness. He literally looked out for the interests of others, yours and mine and that
of the whole world.
We, in this Family of Jesus, are to look out for the interests of others, particularly those who don’t know
Jesus yet. What kind of church do people need, who do not have Jesus yet? What kind of worship style would best
communicate the message of salvation and forgiveness of sins to people who don’t know any worship style, let
alone traditional or contemporary? How do our own members continue to grow in God’s Word, if they are not in
some regular and organized Bible study? These are the concerns and questions I believe our God wants us to have,
as we not only look to our own interests but also the interests of others.
Many concerns and interests were expressed at our cottage meetings. I will try to summarize them for you
here in this article. I will also share with you some of my concerns for St. John, which by and large did not receive
much press at our cottage meetings. I will also share how I propose we tackle these concerns.



#1 Bible Study
The number one concern I have for St. John is that most of our members are NOT in any intentional and
organized Bible study. Many do have their personal devotions, i.e. Portals of Prayer, etc., but are we growing into
the full stature of disciples of Jesus Christ? Reading Portals of Prayer is good as far as it goes, but does that help us
plumb the depths of Scriptural truth? I think all members need to be in some regular and organized Bible study
with their Pastor to add depth and meaning to our Bible study. Why do I say that?
Just ask yourself: “Is this Church ESSENTIAL to your life and walk with Jesus Christ?” For many
members, past and present, the answer would be NO. “If St. John did not exist, people could go to another church
down the road.” In America, most churches are not essential to people’s life and walk with Jesus Christ, hence the
frequent changing of church membership.
But, why isn’t it essential? What would happen if St. John was as essential to your life and walk with Jesus
Christ as the air you breathe? That would be pretty essential, right? I would like to see St. John become that
essential.
How you ask? Jesus said, “If you continue in My Word, then are you My disciples and you will know the
Truth and that truth will set you free” (John 8:31). How do people continue in Jesus’ Word? They usually do some
kind of Bible Study. But unfortunately in our tradition following confirmation, most adults stop any organized
Bible Study. Why? I think something is wrong when I have only a handful of adults in Bible study with me on
Sunday morning. Are we fulfilling Jesus’ words in John 8:31?
Complicating this issue is that the Bible study we do often is so diluted it has no depth or essential qualities.
In most churches today each group studies a different passage: Sunday School studies one passage; adults another;
and in Worship other passages are read and the Pastor may preach on still another. What happens is that our Bible
Study has become so diluted that it represents a stream of water an inch deep, but 25 feet wide. To become more
essential, we must deepen our Bible knowledge, so that it could represent a stream of water 25 feet deep and 10 feet
wide. Only then can our Bible Study be essential and truly satisfying as we crunch our thirst on the water of life.
I am proposing that we begin on the first Sunday in October, a “Congregation-Wide Bible Study Program,”
where all members, young and old will study the same text of Scripture that I will be preaching on that coming
Sunday. Even the Sunday School department will study the same text of Scripture. The Sunday morning Adult
Bible study will end, and be replaced with this study. In this way, I am offering to deepening the stream of the
water of life and making it more essential to our life and walk with Jesus Christ.
Individual study booklets will be available for purchase mid-September. The schedule includes study
material for the week prior to the coming Sunday. So in other words, for the First Sunday in October, the study
materials would begin the last Monday of September or September 26th, in preparation for the Sunday preaching
and teaching on October 2nd.
An individual may do the whole reading in one sitting, but it is best if one does the study over several days,
so that the material may truly be absorbed. Cost of the booklet is $2 and they are normally good for three months
of study (although we are starting a month late for this quarter). Since there are separate booklets for each age
group, each person will pick the booklet that best fits their age. There are booklets for Youth (grades 7th and up);
Adults; and Retirees (see below). Booklets may be shared by husbands and wives, but youth and single adults
ought to have their own booklets. The booklets are small enough to be tucked into one’s Bible so that both are
close at hand for ready access.
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On Sunday, after the weekly study, I will preach and teach on the same text that we all studied throughout
the week. This will not be a “rehash” of what you already studied but rather a deeper plumbing of the truths of
Scripture. Remember, we want to increase the depth of the stream of the Water of Life. Each Sunday, I will
provide a sermon outline and notes, so that even a visitor will be able to drink in the Water of Life.
During this preaching and teaching time of our service, children sixth grade and younger will be dismissed
for their Sunday School time. But parents please note: We are not saying the children MUST leave. If you as
parent believe your son or daughter is benefitting from our study, they may certainly stay with the group.
This preaching and teaching time will make use of a projection screen in our sanctuary, providing notes and
diagrams to fully teach God’s Word. This preaching and teaching time will be interactive, fielding questions and
offering answers, kind of like a “group discussion.” In a combined preaching and teaching style, I will lead the
whole congregation to continued growth in God’s Word, with the ONE GOAL in mind that all become Fully
Mature Disciples of Jesus Christ. I think that is essential! I hope you do to, and will willingly join this
Congregation-Wide Bible Study.
Booklets will be on sale in the Church Lobby beginning mid-September. Both a sign-up sheet to let Pastor
Jim know who is doing what level of study and a little basket for your $2 per booklet.

#2 Reception of the Lord’s Supper
What I have discovered in my brief time at St. John is that many individuals within our Church take the
Lord’s Supper very seriously. This is a very good thing! Unfortunately, while we have a very handicap accessible
building, our Communion Rail is NOT! Moving our Communion Rail to main floor is the first change I would
recommend regarding reception of the Lord’s Supper.
The second concern I have is knowing who has and who has not received the Lord’s Supper for a given
month. I have always operated on the principle that “People either come to Church to receive Communion; or the
Church takes Communion to them.” But, do we know who is receiving the Lord’s Supper here, to be able to know
who we need to be taking the Lord’s Supper to? Unfortunately no! A simple Holy Communion registration card,
which could be filled out upon receiving the Lord’s Supper at Church, would easily solve this concern.
We must take the Lord’s Supper seriously, because Jesus does. Jesus tells us how vitally important it is
that we regularly and frequently receive His Supper. In the Gospel of John 6:53, Jesus says, “I tell you the truth,

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.” Wow! That’s



serious. I don’t want to miss anyone. I want to make sure everyone has the opportunity to have life
strengthening supper of Jesus.
Since this would move things around in our chancel area, I have asked to meet with our Altar
Guild to talk this through. While we take great pride in our chancel area and all of its appointments, we
realize that in order to accommodate handicapped accessibility and the preaching and teaching I am
suggesting, changes in our chancel area arrangement will take place. The good news is that God does not
command us as to how to set up a chancel area, but to do, whatever we do, decently and orderly.

#3 Worship Style
This was the issue that received the most discussion at our cottage meetings. Having grown up with a
certain style, it only stands to reason, that’s the style that would be preferred, but there were also comments from
several people preferring a more contemporary and upbeat style of worship.
So, do we move to two different styles on Sunday morning? If we do so, we must also realize that most
people prefer not to extend worship over the noon hour and that our 75 people in the one service would become 35
people in two different services? And to give ample time to Congregation-Wide-Bible Study, I suggested the
service would run about 1 ½ hours long. Allowing for some time in between, what time would the first service
have to start, 8 o’clock or 8:30 am? Several comments at our cottage meetings suggested that was mighty early?
Then I had an idea! Unfortunately it did not come to me until all but one of the cottage meetings had taken
place, so for many of you are hearing this idea for the first time. I would like to suggest, what I am calling, “Book
End – Worship Styles.” What do I mean by that? You all know what book ends are. They are those things that
hold up a row of books on shelves. We also know that one does not need “matching book ends” to hold up books,
just book ends. Right?
What if we took everything we do in common, for example: our announcements with greetings, confession
and absolution, the preaching and teaching, our offering, our prayers and the Lord’s Supper and sandwich all of that
between two different styles of worship (thus the book end idea)? Let me try to illustrate this for you.
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People who prefer the classic style of worship would come for 9 am start, during which all those favorite
hymns and liturgies would be sung with joy and enthusiasm. People who prefer the praise and worship style would
come at 9:30 for those things we share in common. At 10:30, when our common activities are completed, the
classic worshippers would leave with the Blessing, while the praise and worship people would remain to sing all
those favorite contemporary songs with joy and enthusiasm.
Again, as with several earlier ideas, this would mean a re-arrangement of our chancel area and front of our
sanctuary. I would include this matter in my discussion with the Altar Guild, spoken of earlier, so that a full
discussion and family decision can occur.
!


I think more discussion needs to happen on exactly how we will design our worship. As noted above, I
would like to begin our Congregation-Wide-Bible Study the first Sunday in October. I don’t think we are ready to
change how we do worship quite yet. I would very much like to hear from you on my idea of “Book-End Worship
Style.” I think there are several advantages to doing this over against having two separate services, but I would still
like to hear from you.
You can reach me at the office most mornings at 440-324-4070 or on my cell phone at 216-299-4869 or by
email at sjlcp@windstream.net. Thank you for sharing in the discussion!
Your Pastor Jim



         

“How Far Is That
From Here?”
Did you know that if you were to
travel from Cleveland to Toledo you
would have covered the entire distance that
Jesus traveled in His whole life.
That’s right! In fact, Jesus may not
even have gone that far. The distance
between Cleveland to Toledo is roughly
130 miles. That is the distance from the
north shore of the Sea of Galilee to the
south shore of the Dead Sea. Jesus lived
in a small area, a little box about 56 miles
wide and 65 miles long. Many of us
exceed those miles just going to work each
day.
On Sunday, September 18th at 7 pm,
Pastor Jim will lead a study on the
distances of the Holy Land and much
more. How far did St. Paul travel during
his four Missionary Journeys? You will be
amazed at how far, and the fact that it was
done mostly on foot or by boat.
Bring a friend and put this very
practical “Distance Perspective” on the
Bible lands.
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