FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR JIM
“The Great Physician”
Next to the picture of David’s foot on the chest of the giant Goliath,
my favorite Sunday School picture as a boy, was that of the four men
lowering their paralyzed friend through a rooftop to the feet of Jesus.
That incident shows the openness and availability of Jesus’ love for
people in need. There He was, busy with teaching the people who had
crowded into the house to hear His words, and yet He did not resent the
forceful intrusion of those men who wanted their friend to be touched
by The Healer.
Jesus’ reaction with the paralyzed man showed His order of priorities. How amazing! The invalid was
paralyzed to such a degree that he could not walk, and while everyone in the house wanted and expected to
see a miracle of physical healing – what does Jesus do? He just told the man, “Be of good cheer, for your sins
are forgiven.” Jesus knew the man’s real need and it was much deeper than his paralysis. The healing of the
man followed, but it had to wait for that which was more important.
This lesson forces us to admit that there is something higher and more important than bodily health! It is
the assurance that God accepts us because He has pardoned our wrongdoing. In providing the sick man with
this deeper and inner healing, Jesus was showing the true priorities of His mission. He had come “to seek and
to save the lost.”
Jesus wants us to know that our greatest need also is God’s forgiveness! The Bible judges us all, saying,
“All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” We know it’s true. How good, then, to be able to go to
Jesus with our many sins and know that it is His highest priority to forgive us. And, in His Name, we can bring
to other repentant sinners that same assurance: “Your sins are forgiven.”
A few who were present that day were upset with Jesus. They were upset that Jesus had the audacity to
speak as He had. They maintained that He had blasphemed God, for they said, “Who can forgive sins but God
only?” That’s when Jesus showed the crowd that He is God and that He wields God’s power and authority. He
said, “Which is easier? To say, ‘Your sins are forgiven?’ or to say, ‘Take up your bed and go home?’” It takes
God’s power really to do either of these. Then, to the amazement of all, Jesus spoke the words of healing to
the paralytic and he got up and walked home.
Because Jesus is our Great Physician, we rejoice this Lenten Season, that He has given us the inner healing
we most need, the forgiveness of sins. Yes, we often turn to Jesus for healing and restoration when we are ill,
but like the paralytic’s friends, we can bring our families and friends to Jesus to true healing that only He can
provide.
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Walk through the Bible Class for the New Year
Come along for a trip through the Bible and learn new insights and meanings
you may never have seen before. Pastor Jim gives a thorough over-view of each
book, and identifies any connection that Book has with the New Testament. He
also shares with you how each book and its prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
The handout class material will become your personal commentary to that book,
along with the extra reading that Pastor Jim provides, will provide insight and
understanding for years to come.

Class Schedule – 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the Month
March 10th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Finish Lamentations and begin the Book of Ezekiel
March 24th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue our study of Ezekiel
April 14th –1 pm or 7 pm – Finish Ezekiel and begin Daniel
April 28th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Finish Daniel and begin the Books of Hosea, Joel and Amos
May 12th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue with Hosea, Joel and Amos
May 26th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Finish Hosea, Joel and Amos

Coming Sunday Evening Teaching Events
 On two evenings, Pastor Jim will
give you one hundred extra‐Biblical
proofs for the truth and accuracy of
the Bible. These two classes will
give you many resources that
witness to the historical evidence,
that the Bible is trustworthy and
true. You won’t want to miss this
two‐night session.

There is no cost to attend these
Teaching Events and you don’t have
to register in advance.
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Pastor Jim’s Sermon Series through Lent
I am calling this series, “Encounters with Jesus”. Hear from the people who crossed
paths with Jesus and learn what effect Jesus had on them. By way of application, we can learn
from these people and by the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus can have the same effect on us.
1. On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Jim brought to life the “Night Disciple” Nicodemus;
2. On February 22nd, you will hear from Lazarus;
3. On March 1st, Pastor Jim will bring you Pontius Pilate;
4. On March 8th, King Herod will visit us;
5. On March 15th, you will hear from Simon of Cyrene;
6. On March 22nd, you will meet Malchus, the High Priest’s Servant;
7. On March 29th (Palm Sunday), Barabbas will visit us;
8. On April 2nd (Maundy Thursday 7 pm), you will hear from Judas Iscariot;
9. On April 3rd (Good Friday 7 pm), you will meet Simon Peter;
10. On April 4th (Easter Weekend), the Roman Centurion will be here;
Please note that regular worship schedule will be observed for Easter Weekend.
All of these special messages are meant to bring the truth of the Gospel into our everyday
lives, making it as clear and understandable as possible. It is my hope and prayer that each of
us would grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ, our Savior, as we journey with Him to His
cross and resurrection.
Since our Annual Budget Meeting I have been approached by some members asking what they can do
to help our financial situation in lieu of the most obvious solution, increasing their giving. Obviously
encouraging other members to return to church has been a major emphasis so as to help us meet our
financial obligations but more importantly to meet the spiritual needs of our congregation. Next would
be to encourage friends, relatives, and neighbors who do not currently have a church home to join our
family at St. John. In addition, one very easy and relaxing activity that could help our congregation
would be to help Ron Koepp and his Board of Control by supervising gym rentals. This activity consists
of opening the doors, assisting the renters, sitting and watching TV or reading during the rental time,
collecting the money, and checking the building to make sure things are locked up when the period of
time is over. Would you be able to help Ron Koepp? Please add your name to the list located on the
back table so we can contact you—sometimes we need help last minute too. This is an easy way to help,
and both men and women can supervise.
God bless you, Lynn Jalowiec
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