Newsletter for March, 2014
From Pastor Jim’s Desk
Greetings to you, my dear members of St. John.
In my newsletter this month, I bring you several things of importance. They include:
1) The schedule leading up to Holy Week. With Ash Wednesday on March 5th, and Easter this year on April 20th, so
I have worked up a series of sermons on “The Crucified King,” that I hope will lead you to grow and appreciate
what our Savior Jesus has done for us. See more information later in this newsletter.
2) The need to continually remind ourselves why we exist as a Church. What is our purpose and reason for being?
I share with you a letter from our District President, Rev. Terry Cripe that really speaks to this issue. I am sure
you will enjoy reading this letter.
3) As I am continually be reminded of how old I am becoming, I was sent a cute article on growing older and what
all that means.
4) I will share the dates for my coming Tuesday Bible Classes and coming Teaching Events for the month of March.
5) Finally, I will be going on a Servant Event to Southern Ohio this summer and taking members with me from St.
John and elsewhere, to do help do the service projects for people in Southern Ohio.
Your Pastor Jim

“THE CRUCIFIED KING”
SERMON SERIES
In the beginning of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew, the Magi come to Jerusalem asking,
“Where is He born king of the Jews?” They ask
because it wasn’t obvious. The true King of the Jews
did not have the reputation of a David or the
splendor of a Solomon. So God helped them. He saw
to it that His Word was proclaimed to them, and saw
to it that they had a star to guide them to Bethlehem.
And there He was—the King of kings where human
reason would never expect Him—in a humble home,
in a humble town, served by His humble mother.

The
Crucified
King

It wasn’t easy finding God’s King at the beginning of His earthly life, but it would be even more difficult at
the end of His earthly life. Who would ever expect God’s King to be betrayed, denied, accused, mocked, and
crucified? Who would ever look for the King on the throne of a cross on a hill of disgrace? Who would ever
look for God’s glory in a Crucified King?
“Where is the King of the Jews?” So that we don’t miss Him, and miss all His benefits, the Passion
according to Saint Matthew makes clear the identity of this King and what He has come to do. He presents to us
Jesus, the King of Glory, whose splendor is shown in His mercy and self-giving love for sinners. “Where is the
King of the Jews?” Exactly where here man would never expect Him to be—on the cross bearing away our sins,
and rising victorious over them in His resurrection.

ASH WEDNESDAY – MARCH 5TH, 2014 – SERVICE TIME 7 PM WITH HOLY COMMUNION AND
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Sermon: Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 “The King’s Wisdom”

1

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – MARCH 9TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 26:47–56 “The King Betrayed”

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT – MARCH 16TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 26:69–75 “The King Denied”

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT – MARCH 23RD, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 27:11–26 “The King Condemned”

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – MARCH 30TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 27:27–31 “The King Mocked”

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – APRIL 6TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 27:35–44 “The King on the Cross”

PALM SUNDAY – APRIL 13TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 21:1-11 “The King’s Praise”

HOLY THURSDAY – APRIL 17TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 26:17–30 “The King’s Feast”

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 18TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 27:45–50 “The King Forsaken”

EASTER SUNDAY – APRIL 20TH, 2014
Sermon: Matthew 28:1–30 “The King Raised”
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“My, How Times Have Changed”
One evening a grandson was talking to his grandmother about current events. The grandson asked his
grandmother what she thought about the shootings at schools, the computer age, and just things in general.
The Grandmother replied, "Well, let me think a minute, I was born before: television, penicillin, polio shots,
frozen foods, Xerox, contact lenses, Frisbees and the pill. There were no: credit cards, laser beams or ' ball-point
pens.
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Man had not yet invented: pantyhose, air conditioners, dishwashers, clothes dryers and the clothes were hung
out to dry in the fresh air and man hadn't yet walked on the moon.
Your Grandfather and I got married first, and then lived together. Every family had a father and a mother. Until
I was 25, I called every man older than me, "Sir." And after I turned 25, I still called policemen and every man
with a title, "Sir." We were before gay-rights, computer-dating, dual careers, daycare centers, and group
therapy.
Our lives were governed by the Ten Commandments, good judgment, and common sense. We were taught to
know the difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take responsibility for our actions. Serving
your country was a privilege and living in this country was a bigger privilege.
We thought fast food was what people ate during Lent. Having a meaningful relationship meant getting along
with your cousins. Draft dodgers were those who closed front doors as the evening breeze started. Time-sharing
meant time the family spent together in the evenings and weekends — not purchasing condominiums.
We never heard of FM radios, tape decks, CD's, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings. We
listened to Big Bands, Jack Benny, and the President's speeches on our radios. If you saw anything with 'Made
in Japan ' on it, it was junk. The term 'making out' referred to how you did on your school exam. Pizza Hut,
McDonald's, and instant coffee were unheard of.
We had 5 & Dime stores where you could actually buy things for 5 and 10 cents. Ice-cream cones, phone calls,
rides on a streetcar, and a Pepsi were all a nickel. And if you didn't want to splurge, you could spend your nickel
on enough stamps to mail 1 letter and 2 postcards. You could buy a new Ford Coupe for $600, but who could
afford one? Too bad, because gas was 11 cents a gallon.
In my day: "grass" was mowed, "coke" was a cold drink, "pot" was something your mother cooked in and "rock
music" was your grandmother's lullaby. "Aids" were helpers in the Principal's office, "chip" meant a piece of
wood, "hardware" was found in a hardware store and "software" wasn't even a word.
We were the last generation to actually believe that a lady needed a husband to have a baby. We volunteered to
protect our precious country. No wonder people call us "old and confused" and say there is a generation gap.
Now, how old do you think I am? Are you ready?????
This woman would be only 61 years old. She would have been born in late 1952.

Walk through the Bible Class
In March will hold two classes, one on March 11th and the other on
March 25th.

X

Classes are in the afternoon at 1 pm or the evening at 7 pm. We
will probably finish the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah and begin the
Book of Esther.

4

Teaching Events in March Pastor Jim will offer three Teaching Events in March. They are: “The
Rest of the Old Testament – The Movie;” “The Study of Psalm 23” and “The Life Series” on Jonah.
Other life series will follow in April on Joseph, David and Moses.
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Servant Event to Southern Ohio – August 3-8, 2014
Pastor Jim will be joining the group from Hosanna Lutheran Church of Colombia Stations and the
H.A.R.P Mission and travel to Southern Ohio. If you would like to participate the cost is $150/person plus a
$50 gift card from either Lowe’s, Home Depot or Wal-Mart, which will be used to purchase the necessary
supplies for the service project.
The event begins on Sunday, August 3rd at 3 pm and will end on Friday, August 8th at noon. Room and
Board is provided for each volunteer. If interested, please speak to Pastor Jim to get the necessary application
and medical forms which will need to be filled out. We will car pool down to the site.
Can’t participate but still want to help? You can donate gift cards and/or cash to be used to purchase the
needed supplies for the projects. Gift cards in any denomination from Lowe’s, Home Depot and Wal-Mart will
be accepted. Simply drop them off in the Church Lobby in the box provided. The display and box will not be
up until April 1st. For more information or questions you can talk with Pastor Jim or contact Pastor Gary
Richard at 440-309-8252 or email him at revgrichard@gmail.com.
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