From Pastor Jim’s Desk

“No Appointment Necessary”
How often have your suppers been interrupted by calls from telemarketers? I just wish I
could plan for interruptions. I would never answer the phone if I knew it was a telemarketer
intruding into my dinner conversation. If I had caller I.D., I would just let it ring.
Like you, there are some interruptions which I appreciate and require no appointment
necessary. Wouldn’t it be something if that mini-van would pull up in my driveway right
during lunch with the words, “Publisher’s Clearing House” printed on the side of the van?
Wow, what an interruption, but welcomed nonetheless.
While studying the miracles of Jesus, some time ago, I discovered that there are 23 miracles
of healing recorded in the Gospels. Of those 23 miracles that Jesus performed, 16 of them were
the result of his being interrupted. Even the others weren’t necessary planned, but were a
response to a needed situation. In fact, there is not one single record of a miracle done by Jesus
by appointment!
Wonders of all wonders! God seems to delight in guiding us also by means of interruptions.
A Notre Dame Professor used to say, “I always used to complain that my work was constantly
being interrupted, until I discovered that my interruptions were my work.”
No matter what our work happens to be, that simply observation can also apply to us. It’s as
if we are given a beeper by God called “interruptions” and we are on call 24/7. It’s as if God
takes our calendars and in every square writes, “subject to change.” What we call interruptions
often end up being His appointments. And it’s true, isn’t it, that these interruptions often
become opportunities for our service to Him?
We read in the Gospel of Mark: “Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came
there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at His feet and pleaded earnestly with Him, ‘May little daughter is
dying. Please come and put Your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.’ So Jesus
went with him” (Mark 5:22-24). This interruption of what Jesus had planned on doing became
an opportunity for Him to give the help that only He could give. He raised the little girl from
death.
How do you deal with interruptions? Do you complain and grouse about the interruption?
What if you saw that interruption as God’s little detour in your life, to accomplish something
even greater than what you had planned on doing? How would that change your attitude about
interruptions? This has been my experience with interruptions. We all want to accomplish the
most and the best in our lives, so if we adopt an attitude of “welcoming interruptions” as God’s
plans for us, we will indeed accomplish more in our lives for Him.
In His Service,
Your Pastor Jim
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Walk through the Bible Class for the New Year
Pastor Jim gives you a thorough over-view of each book, and identifies the connections that
Book has with the New Testament. He also shares with you how each book and its prophecies
are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The handout class material will become your personal commentary
to that book, along with the extra reading that Pastor Jim provides, will provide insight and
understanding for years to come. We will be having “Walk through the Bible” classes through
the summer. Please note especially, we will vary from the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays regular
schedule of classes (see * below).

Class Schedule through the Summer Months
May 26th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Begin the Book of Obadiah, Jonah and Micah
*June 2nd – (FRIST TUESDAY) 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue with Obadiah, Jonah and Micah
June 23rd –1 pm or 7 pm – Finish with Obadiah, Jonah and Micah
*July 7th – (FIRST TUESDAY) 1 pm or 7 pm – Study Nahum, Habakkuk & Zephaniah
*July 21st (THIRD TUESDAY) 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue Nahum, Habakkuk & Zephaniah
August 11th – 1 pm or 7 pm – Finish the books of Nahum, Habakkuk & Zephaniah
August 25th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Begin study of the Inter-Testamental Period

Police stop at 2:00 AM!!!
Ron, a senior citizen, was stopped by the police around 2 a.m. and was asked where
he was going at that time of night.
Ron replied, "I'm on my way to a lecture
about alcohol abuse and the effects it has
on the human body, as well as smoking
and staying out late." The officer asked,
"Really? Who's giving that lecture at this
time of night?"
Ron replied, "That would be my wife."
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