From Pastor Jim’s Desk

You Really Can Understand

THE BIBLE
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My Personal Devotional
Does God always answer prayer? That question came up a couple of Sundays ago during our “Comment
and Question” time following a sermon. The answer is quite simple: “Yes, God always answers prayer, but not
always in the way we want or expect. Part of the problem is that we don’t always know what we should pray
for. A good example of this would be the story of someone locked up behind bars asking for new carpet for
his cell, or maybe more ice cream for his meals, when in fact he should be asking for freedom?
Fortunately Paul writes in his letter to the Romans 8:26-27 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.”
From an unknown author comes this explanation of unanswered prayer. It is worth cutting our and taping it
to your refrigerator for ready and frequent reference.

All of this combines to say that the best prayer of all is still “Thy will be done,” prayed in faith, as taught by
our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
Your Pastor Jim
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The next “Walk through the Bible” Class will be June 10th
at either 1 pm or 7 pm. We will finish our study of the Book
of Job, as he helps us make sense of our suffering.
That will be the last Walk Through the Bible Class until after
the summer break. But have no fear, Pastor Jim will be teaching several 2‐day Bible Studies during
the summer, which is explained later in the newsletter.

LAST Coming Teaching Event for the Spring

Summer Bible Study Opportunities
Once again, Pastor Jim will be offering Summer Bible School for Adults. This summer, Pastor Jim will
be offering a variety of studies that hopefully will enrich and mature your Bible’s understanding. For
your convenience, Pastor Jim will be offering both an afternoon session and an evening session for
these classes. To register for any class, or all the classes, see the registration form enclosed.
Registration is due 2 weeks before the class begins and payment of registration fee $10 is due on the
class’ first session. If assistance is needed to pay for materials, please speak to Pastor Jim privately.
4

Study #1—First‐Century Judaism
The first study will be the nature and teachings of Judaism in the First Century. What was Judaism like
into which our Savior came? Why did He seemingly have so much trouble with the established religious
leaders? Who were the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Scribes?
This class is a “two class session” and will be offered Tuesday and Wednesday, June 24‐25, 2014 at 1
pm or 7 pm. You will need to register for this class at least two weeks before the first class so that materials
can be prepared. Each student will receive a study booklet and pre‐reading for $10.00. Couples may share a
set of materials if you desire.
After you register for this class, Pastor Jim has prepared a pre‐reading packet that will help you get
ready for this study. Please see Pastor Jim for this pre‐reading packet.

Study #2—The Gospel of Matthew
The second study this summer will be the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew, who as a Jew, wrote for the
Jewish people and therefore he quoted more Old Testament Scriptures than all the other Gospel writers
combined. For Matthew, Jesus was the Christ, the long awaited Messiah of the Jewish people. Learn how this
unique approach showed how Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament Scriptures and is in truth the Messiah.
This class is a “two class session” and will be offered Tuesday and Wednesday, July 16‐17 at 1 pm or 7
pm for your convenience. You will need to register for this class at least two weeks before the beginning of
the class. Cost for materials is $10/set and a couple may share materials if they wish.
After you register for this class, Pastor Jim has prepared a pre‐reading packet that will help you get
ready for this study. Please see Pastor Jim for this pre‐reading packet.

Study #3—The Gospel of Luke
The third class will be on the Gospel of Luke. Luke, himself a Gentile, wrote his Gospel for the Gentiles.
His favorite descriptive tern for Jesus was the “Son of Man,” which comes from the Old Testament. Why this
emphasis? Luke’s Gospel is unique in that it is for all mankind.
This class is a “two class session” offered on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 19th and 20th at 1 pm or
7 pm. You will need to register for this class and materials are $10/set. A couple may share one set.
After you register for this class, Pastor Jim has prepared a pre‐reading packet that will help you get
ready for this study. Please see Pastor Jim for this pre‐reading packet.

Registration for Summer Bible Studies
Registration for Summer Bible Studies is necessary that enough materials are available for each
participant. Registration deadline is 2 weeks prior to the beginning of each study. Registration costs of $10
are due at the first class. Please keep the top half of this registration form for your records, and return the
bottom portion to register. After you do register, please see Pastor Jim for your pre‐reading packet to get
ready for each study. Thank you.
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Study #1—First‐Century Judaism
Dates: Tuesday and Wednesday June 24th & 25th, 2014
Times: Either at 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM ‐ Cost: $10.00/per set of materials.

Study #2—The Gospel of Matthew
Dates: Tuesday and Wednesday, July 15th & 16th, 2014
Times: Either at 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM ‐ Cost: $10.00/per set of materials.

Study #3—The Gospel of Luke
Dates: Tuesday and Wednesday, August 19th & 20th, 2014
Times: Either at 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM ‐ Cost: $10.00/per set of materials.
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Name ____________________________________Best Phone __________________________
Please check the studies that you wish to attend, number of people attending and the number of sets
of materials desired. Couples may share materials. After registering, please see Pastor Jim for your
pre‐reading packet to prepare for our study. This pre‐reading will get you ready for each study.

Study #1—First‐Century Judaism
Number of people attending ________ Number of Material Sets _______
Study #2—The Gospel of Matthew
Number of people attending ________ Number of Material Sets _______
Study #3—The Gospel of Luke
Number of people attending ________ Number of Material Sets _______

Please return this portion to Church Office or to Pastor Jim
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
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Servant Event in Caldwell, Ohio – August 3-8, 2014
Pastor Jim will be heading up a building project and joining the group from Hosanna Lutheran Church
of Colombia Station and the H.A.R.P. Mission and traveling to Southern Ohio. If you would like to participate
the cost is $150/person plus a $50 gift card from Lowe’s, Home Depot or Wal-Mart, which will be used to
purchase the necessary supplies for the service project.
The event begins on Sunday, August 3rd at 3 pm and will end on Friday, August 8th at noon. Room and
Board is provided for each volunteer. If interested, please speak to Pastor Jim to get the necessary application
and medical forms which will need to be filled out. We will car pool down to the site.
Can’t participate but still want to help? You can donate gift cards and/or cash to be used to purchase the
needed supplies for the projects. Gift cards in any denomination from Lowe’s, Home Depot and Wal-Mart will
be accepted. Simply drop them off in the Church Lobby in the box provided. The display and box will not be
up until April 1st. For more information or questions you can talk with Pastor Jim or contact Pastor Gary
Richard at 440-309-8252 or email him at revgrichard@gmail.com.

The H.A.R.P. Mission
Servant Event
“Blessed to Be a Blessing!”
I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the
weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ Acts 20:35
Coordinated by: The H.A.R.P. Mission
810 Main Street, Caldwell, OH. 43724
Church groups and individuals will provide home maintenance, repair, wheelchair
ramps and other help for families in crisis, disabled, widowed, elderly, and Veterans.
Learn how to repair and rebuild homes for families destroyed by disasters.
Experience discipleship and share Jesus’ love with others.
WHEN: Check-in Sunday, Aug. 3, 3:00 PM
WHERE: The warehouse in Caldwell.
Projects will be worked on each day - Monday, August 4 through Friday, August 8
COST: $150 PER PERSON Plus $50 Gift Card
Registration includes food and lodging
Registration forms: Pastor Jim has all the registration forms. Just ask!
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