The Story of the Footprints of Advent
The last Sunday of November, the Church celebrated its “New Year’s Day,” the First Sunday in Advent.
Advent is a season of preparation for the celebration of Christmas. During this Advent Season, look for some
footprints of the Lord’s Coming – which is what the word “Advent” means – as our Savior from sin.
The first sets of footprints are those of John the Baptist. What a trailblazer! As the herald, the Way‐
Preparer, of the promised Messiah, John left his mark in the desert. He was the “voice of one calling in the
wilderness,” instructing us to “Get Ready!” He called those who came out to him to a baptism of repentance
and forgiveness of sins. John preached Law and Gospel. He called for a decisive turn from sin and pointed to
“the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” John departed from the scene long ago, but time has
not destroyed his “footprint.” Through the Bible, John’s call to “prepare the way for the Lord” still touches our
hearts in the Advent Season.
More significant than the footprints of John or any others are the footprints that Jesus Christ left in the
sands of time. The eternal Son of God became a human being with a human body – feet and all – by birth of a
virgin woman. In His ministry Jesus walked the dusty lanes of Galilee, Judea and Samaria. He walked the
streets of Capernaum and Jerusalem and Jericho, and sometimes led His disciples into regions outside the land
of the Jews. He was a Man ministering to men and women.
Everywhere He went, however, it was His spiritual “footprints” that made the lasting imprints – in the lives
of people. He healed the sick and preached the Good News of forgiveness and peace. He brought new hope.
But the most dramatic of His footprints were those on the way to the Cross. They were physical, for He was a
Man who suffered one of the most torturous deaths – but they were also spiritual, for “He carried our sins in
His body on the Cross.” He suffered our consequences, forsaken by God, enduring the hell that we deserved.
And He did it, the Bible assures us, “once for all.”
There is a third set of footprints. They are the footprints of those who follow Jesus. Peter, a disciple and
apostle of Jesus, wrote, “To this you were called, because Christ left you an example that you should follow in
His steps.” Jesus warned that His Way is not easy, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” The way of self‐denial and service sometimes is hard, but it is the
right way, the only rewarding way, for it follows in the footsteps of Him who is the Way, the Truth and the
Life.”
Advent is full of footprints. The important thing for us is that our footprints are among those that follow in
the footprints of Jesus Christ.
May you and your family have a Christ filled Christmas and a blessed and healthy New Year.
Your Pastor Jim

1

2

3

4

Coming Sunday Evening Teaching Events
 On Sunday evening, December 21st,
Pastor Jim will teach on “The Lord’s
Prayer.” We all say the Lord’s Prayer,
sometimes even daily, but do we really
know what we are praying? Come to this
teaching event and discover new meaning
to a very old prayer.

 On Sunday evening, January 18th,
Pastor Jim will show the movie
“Heaven is for Real.” This is a must
see movie for every Christian that
you will fully enjoy. Popcorn and
drinks will be provided.

 On Sunday evening, February 15th, Pastor
Jim will show the movie “God’s NOT Dead.”
As you and I deal with people who claim
“God is dead,” how are we to answer. This
movie gives you a wonderful way to
approach this important topic. You will
thoroughly enjoy this movie. Popcorn and
drinks will be provided.

There is no cost to attend these Teaching Events and you don’t have to
register in advance. These one night sessions would be something great to
invite your friends and neighbors to come and join in the study of God’s Word.
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Walk through the Bible Class for December
Come along for a trip through the Bible,
book by book, and learn new insights and
meanings you may never have seen before.
Pastor Jim gives you a thorough over-view of
each book, and identifies any connection that
book has with the New Testament. He also
shares with you how each book and its
prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
The handout class material will become
your personal commentary to that book, along
with the extra reading that Pastor Jim provides,
will provide insight and understanding for years
to come.

Class Schedule – 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the Month
December 9th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue the study of the Book of Isaiah
December 23rd – NO CLASS – CHRISTMAS BREAK
January 13th –1 pm or 1 pm – Finish the study of Isaiah and begin the Book of Jeremiah
January 27th –1 pm or 7 pm – Continue our study of Jeremiah
February 10th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Finish Jeremiah and begin the Book of Lamentations
February 24th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue our study of Lamentations
March 10th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Finish Lamentations and begin the Book of Ezekiel
March 24th - 1 pm or 7 pm – Continue our study of Ezekiel
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