Contemporary Worship--What Will it be Like?
Trying to define “contemporary worship”
is like trying to predict the weather. You know
that something is going to happen and you may
have a rough idea of what that will be.
However, just when you think you have it
figured out something will change on you.
While we may establish some pattern of
activities during this portion of our morning
worship, one of the blessings of this format is
that parts of it can be unpredictable.
You can be certain that we will sing, pray
and fellowship with each other...maybe even all
at the same time! The screen will be used so
that our hands will be free and our gaze lifted up, helping us to lift our hearts to the
Lord in the company of friends and family. A time of sharing will enable us to pray
with and for each other, both in the service and throughout our week.
The music will be a mixture of current and classic contemporary songs. This will
also include occasional hymns that have been re-written with a more contemporary
feel. We will be continuing to use guitar and backing instruments, as we have been,
while seeking to add more instruments and singers. As live instrumentalists are
worked into the worship team, we will be reducing the number of “tracks” used.
Initially, we are looking for a keyboard and bass player to add to the team. Players
should be accomplished enough on their instruments to be able to ad-lib during the
song time.
The opportunity to meditate on and discuss the message could also find its way
into the “structure” of the contemporary portion of our Sunday morning. On noncommunion Sundays, the message discussion could lead into a time of application to our
lives which could include confession and absolution. Much of what the contemporary
time becomes will be determined by those who attend.
Initially, the season of Advent will be influencing our music choices. Since we all
love to sing the classic carols and Christmas hymns--and realizing there are so few
weeks during which we get to do so--we will be making sure to include a number of
those each week.
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Preschool Connection Opportunity--Happy Birthday Jesus Party
Our Preschool children will be
presenting their Christmas Program on the
morning of Monday, December 21. This is
a great opportunity for us to connect with
the families of our preschool students.
We have the opportunity to help with
the brunch which will follow the program.
We will be helping to decorate for the
occasion, provide the “Happy Birthday,
Jesus” cake and assist with the meal.
Pastor Jim will even be making an
appearance as a “special guest” who will
help bridge the gap between the Real
Meaning of Christmas and the commercial
holiday as it has come to be known.
Sign Up outside of Michael’s office or
simply call the church office (324-4070)
Michael’s Cell (330-492-2583) or email him
at sjlcdfy@windstream.net, in order to
offer your assistance.
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If you see this…

Put a in it!
The Chi Rho represent Jesus, as they are the first two letters of the name Christ.
We often see the “Xmas” spelling representing Christmas. Sometimes this is a
matter of expediency but other times it is done intentionally to eliminate The
Christ from the Celebration of Christmas. Whatever the reason...Whenever you see
“Xmas,” mentally--or literally if you are not defacing property--put a “P” in it!

