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The phrase “Son of man’" is known to us chiefly through
its frequent appearance in the Gospels. However, it oc-
curs also in the Old Testament and is reflected in a num-
ber of well-known hymns, such as the following words
from the hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus’":

"“Fairest Lord Jesus,

Ruler of all nature,

O Thou of God and man the Son.”
Undoubtedly that last line is framed in view of the well-
known expression, “Son of God and Son of man.” The
impression inevitably arises that the titles express the
divinity and the humanity of Jesus respectively. They can
do so in certain contexts of Christian theology, but origi-
nally no such contrast was intended. Among Jews of New
Testament times both expressions described the One
who bears rule in the kingdom of God.

The term ““son of man”’ reflects an idiom of speech that
is common in the language of the Old Testament. We
recognize itin phrases like ““the children of Israel” or “‘the
children of man.” God'’s people tell of the glory of his
kingdom and “make known to the sons of men thy
mighty deeds”” (Ps. 145:12). “Sons of men’’ means sim-
ply “men.” Similarly “son of man” means ““man’’ (Ps.
146:3).

How then did “Son of man’ in the New Testament
come to have a specialized meaning that relates to a
particular man who has a special relation to God and man
and a unique task to perform for both?

Most students of the Bible agree now that one passage
above all in the Bible is the front of this specialized use:
Daniel 7:13. In Daniel’s vision the empires of history are
portrayed under the image of four beasts which arise out
of the sea; the last is of a terrible nature and opposes God
and his people. By the judgment of God the rule of the
world is taken from the last beast and given to ““one like
a son of man,” who flies with the clouds of heaven to
God'’s presence. Possibly this vision reflects the ancient
story about the rise of the monster of the chaos waters
against the powers of heaven and its defeat by the cham-
pion of heaven (for an application of it to God’s subjuga-
tion of Egypt at the Exodus see Isa. 51:9-11). The monster
is replaced by the kings and the kingdoms of this world,
and the champion of heaven is the Son of man who
embodies in himself the holy rule of God.

While Daniel stresses that the saints receive the king-
dom (Dan. 7:18), the description is given for their com-
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