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Aegean culture borrowed from Egypt and #] SaSe e explained something he

Asia. learned early in his ministry. He
said, “I feel a heavy responsibility
as a teacher of preachers. They
learn invaluable lessons from aca-
demic exercises and books. But the
most important thing is that they
see me live for Christ. T teach
them more in that way than any
other. In turn, these ministers
will teach their congregations by
how they live for Christ.”

This seasoned teacher
understood the cycle of
Christian discipleship. The
effective disciple of Christ

inevitably influences other

people to become disciples.

Jesus began that cycle when

He commissioned His fol-

lowers to “make disciples”

(Matt. 28:19).

The imperative to

“make disciples” (math-

eteusate) originated from

the verb manthano—‘learn

from someone” or “come

to know.”! As Jesus’ pupils,

His disciples learned from

Him about how to live God’s way. Their

attachment to Jesus began with a commitment to believe in Him
and continued as a lifelong process of learning from Him.

A true Christian disciple is a person given over to Christ in

mind and heart. Discipleship requires more than mental assent.

The effedive diS(iple of Christ The Lord demanded a commitment to live as He lived day by

day.2 Jesus said, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly

ineViI'(]bly inﬂuen(es ther people disciples of Mine” (John 8:31).3 He made that statement to Jews

who said they believed in Him. Jesus told them that true disci-

fo beco me d isci p I es. J esus beg an pleship results in more than verbal commitment. It includes con-

tinued obedience.
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Below: A Jewish school in Jerusalem where
:ovotod Jewish students study for the rab-
inate.
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Lesson Reference:

His followers to “make disciples.” FBS: Matthew 28:16-20
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